
CHUFSD Approves Budget for 2021-22 School Year;
Public Vote to be Held on May 18

CROTON-ON-HUDSON, NY, April 20, 2021 -- The Board of Education of the Croton-Harmon Union
Free School District approved the budget that will be presented to voters for the 2021-22 school year
at the BoE meeting last evening. The $50,775,098 budget is in compliance with the allowable tax levy
with an increase of 1.43%, down from 1.71% in the 2020-21 budget.

In addition to the budget, voters will see eight propositions on the ballot, four of which are related to
transportation. A sample ballot can be viewed here. The propositions are as follows:

● Transportation Prop #1 - For the purchase of two student transport vehicles and one EV
Charger. The selection of fossil fuel vs. electric buses depends on the subsequent
Transportation Propositions. If Propositions #2, #3 and/or #4 pass, the district intends to
purchase electric vehicles, providing NYSERDA grant funding is received.

● Transportation Prop #2 - For the purchase of a 66-passenger Electric Bus ●
Transportation Prop #3 - For the purchase of a 27-passenger Electric Mini-Bus ●
Transportation Prop #4 - For the purchase of a second 27-passenger Electric Mini-Bus ●
Increased State Aid - Additional 10% aid authorization for Energy Performance Contract ●
Croton Free Library Budget Levy in the amount of $895,664
● Creation of an Ex-Officio Student Board of Education position
● Three (3) Board of Education Trustee seats

Please Note: If all transportation propositions pass, no more than three (3) vehicles will be purchased.

“Despite the economic uncertainties for all public school districts in New York, we believe that the
proposed 2021-22 budget continues our long history of and commitment to delivering a quality
educational program while being fiscally prudent,” said Superintendent Dr. Deborah O’Connell. “We
are also confident that the budget enables us to stay focused on the future.”

-more-
The district greatly appreciates the efforts by the community to advocate for additional state and
federal funding during this challenging time. Croton-Harmon schools are receiving $401,314 in aid

through the federal government’s Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act
(CRSSA) and $566,240 from the American Recovery Plan. ARP specifies that 20 percent of these
funds be used to address identified student needs as a result of the pandemic. Remaining funds can
be used for a wide range of costs specifically related to the pandemic.



While federal aid will greatly assist the district with COVID-related expenses and revenue loss, it is
important for voters to understand that these federal funds are a one-time infusion and, therefore, will
not sustain additional staff or programs on a long-term basis or support our general operating budget.

“We thank our community for its input and partnership in the development of our annual budget and
want to again recognize the role that they have played in keeping our district strong through the most
trying of times,” said Assistant Superintendent for Business Denise Harrington-Cohen.

Voting will take place in person on May 18, 2021, from 6:00am - 9:00pm. Eligible voters will vote at
Croton-Harmon High School located at 36 Old Post Road, South. A special registration will be held on
Thursday, April 22, 2021 between the hours of 4:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. at the District Office located at 10
Gerstein Street. Anyone with general concerns related to COVID-19 can complete an application for
an absentee ballot from the district clerk by emailing tracey.borges@chufsd.org. Note that absentee
ballots must be received by the district clerk by May 18, 2021 by 5:00 PM.

Additional information about the budget, including important dates and a detailed Question & Answer
document, can be found at www.chufsd.org.

# # #


